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Time to Declwc War
At last tho »Administration faces an

"overt act" on Germany's part which it

can hardly explain away, »American citi-

zens travelling on the Laconia have been

murdered under exactly tho same condi¬

tions as those under which American citi¬

zen» were murdered nearly two years ago

on the Lusitania and the Arabic.

Mr. Wilson has said many times that he

would not tolerate any more such murders.

He has pledged himself again and again to

"protect our people in their legitimate and

peaceful pursuits on the seas." The im¬

plication of all his .promises has been that

if one more »American life should be sacri¬

ficed he would meet force with force.

Now the occasion has come which com¬

pels him to make his words good. If those

words mean anything, the Administration
is bound in honor to ask Congress to de¬

clare war.

Nothing short of a declaration of war

will suffice. When the President dismissed

von Bcrnstorff and recalled Gerard he said

that on the commission of another "overt

act" by Germany he would seek authority
from Congress to employ force in defence

of American rights. Finding that Ger-

many's threats were having all the effect

of "overt acts" in dri\ring our shipping
from the seas, he went to Congress on

Monday and asked for authority to put

guns on American merchantmen and to

initiate a «policy of armed neutrality.
It may be that a policy of armed neu¬

trality.borrowed from the practice of the

Adams Administration against France in

1798.was all that Mr. Wilson had in mind

when he told Congress on February 3 last

of his intention to use force against Ger¬

many in certain contingencies. It may be

that he intended to reply to another mas-

Ék sacre of Americans merely by resorting to

W a half-pacific expedient like that.

If he did, he misjudged the temper of

the American people. Mere commercial

depredations may be properly met with

scfni-warlike resistance. But the slaughter
<Pof our citizens in cold blood.a crime re¬

peated again and again by Germany-
calls for something more. It calls for a

remonstrance through which flashes all our

long-restraint*! and righteous wrath, into

which all our capacity for self resjjtcting
indignation can be put. It calls notrfor ah

amateurish experiment in near war, but

for real war, undertaken with ¦ serious

appreciation of what war now means.

It ia folly to suppose that we can accom¬

plish anything for the defence of American

right«, anything for the restoration of for¬

mer standards of int -national good faith

and justice, anything for the "peace and

progress of the world, by playing at war

with Germany. Germany and Austria-Hun¬

gary have, for all practical purposes, al¬

ready declared war on us. They have

.. committed acts which leave no possible
doubts as to their hostile purposes. The

present situation is intolerable.a state of

war on their side and a «¿täte of peace or

near peace on ours. The only honorable

and sensible way to end this humiliating
c«widition ir, for Um I'rr.«ident to ask Con-

!- trata to declare war or for Congress to

declare it without waiting for a prompt¬
ly ing from him.

¦

Suffrage Progress
Jt ir. interesting ?.**¦ note that wherea»

Imtetrt wat -i h bickering «»ver actiofl on

th« v,o«ri;iri ruffragi- amendment last year
.n<l ISO little genuine an ta iron ihm to it

' <¦' i« Kihlatorx, thin year it
M pasMT'l .;. A «-mlily with scan» op

position, and ha» now bt-pn reported
favorably by the .Senate committee by

unanimous vote. Its passage by tho Sen¬

ate seems assured, so that without doubt
tho question will again be submitted to

the votera this fall.
Equal suffrage is making progrès? fast

these days and is rapidly moving Käst,
Gains of importance, at least of signifi¬
cance, have been recorded in Ohio, Indi¬

ana and in Maine, the furthest cast. New

York should not be perm'ttcd to lag be¬

hind. Two years ago, though the amend¬
ment was defeated, a splendid vote was

recorded for it. With thorough organ¬

ization and as good work in the rural
counties as has been done in recent times
in the cities, the suffragists have every

right to look forward to a victory here.
If they do not carry the state this time

it will bo to tho discredit of the commu¬

nity reactionary enough to refuse twice
the help of these women who seek to do

their share in the work of government.

No Inline. Dictatorship
»Supporters «if the President arc nat¬

urally anxious to gloss over the dictatorial
character of the powers which he has asked
Congress to turn over to him. "The World"
compares the action which he urged Con¬

gress to take with the action taken by
Congress in 1898, before the outbreak of
the war with Spain.

Congress then of its own motion appro¬

priated $50,000,«i00, "for the national de¬

fence, and for each and every purpose con¬

nected therewith, to be expended at the
discretion of the President." I'ut the Con¬

gress which did this was not on the point
of adjourning aint dot. It inten 'cd to re¬

main in session for many months there¬
after. It intended to have its say in the

determination of our Cuban policy. .\nd

it did have its say.
Congress, not the President, precipitated

tho war with Spain. Some time after it
had voted the $50,000,000 for the national
defence It passed resolutions authorizing
the President to use the armed forces of

the United States to compel the Spanish
government to retire from Cuba. Later
on in the session it passed a declaration
of war against Spain. Still later it passed
a law extending American sovereignty
over Hawaii.
The 55th Congress was an able and ag¬

gressive body. It would have treated with

scorn a suggestion from the White House
that it should efface itself by adjournment
and grant vast and undefined ad interim

powers to the President, to be used by him
without restraint or interference in the
execution of a policy still undeclared, per¬

haps not even formulated. President Mc-

Kinley's relations with Congress were al¬

ways cordial and intimate. He would
never have dreamed of a.sking the two

houses to vote him such an unlimited, in¬
determinate dictatorship.
The services of the 55th Congress were

indispensable to the prosecution of the

Spanish War. Congress had to provide
for the raising of a volunteer army. We

ar»3.comparatively speaking.worse off in

a military sense to-day than we were in
1898. For Germany's military power cer¬

tainly exceeds ours by much more than

ours exceeded Spain's.
The services of the 65th Congress are.

therefore, indispensable to the prosecution
of a war with Germany.even though that
war may be disguised at first as mere

"belligerent neutrality." Any attempt to

shunt Congress into the background, to

deprive it of its rightful share in the de-

termination of our national policy, would
therefore involve a serious crippling of

governmental powers. It would also in¬
volve a violent departure from the prece-

, dents of cordial cooperation between Con-

| gress and the President which have been
respected in all our wars. The President
is enough of a dictator as it is. He should
not be vested now with powers which be-

long to Congress and can be exercised to

better advantage-by Congress.

Fish Farming
The State College of A-rriculture at

Cornell makes the suggestion, distinctly in-

teresting in view of the present foodstuffs
| ".¡tuition, that fish farming can be made

j to pay in this state. There is no reason

I why it should not. In fact, it is paying
I some enterprising individuals possessed of
mountain land with spring-fed ponds on it,

j who have established trout hatcheries and

I market their product to hotels and rcs-

j taurants at nice, fat figures. What can be
done on this small scale can be done on a

larger scale, and what can be done with

trout should not prove impossible with
other excellent food fish, notably the bas ;

and the succulent perch. As for the hardy
and ugly carp, once introduced into th«»
p-tnatns and lakes of this state.much to

tho disgust of sportsmen then and since
with the especial riew of adding to the
food resources, there is no trouble in rais¬
ing him anywhere, und there is a steady
sale for carp as carp on the East Side in
this eity, without regard to all the carp
which finds it way to consumers as smoked

sturgeon.
Another suggestiifn for increasing the

available food supply by utilizing the
state's waters comes from Deputy Attor¬

ney General Lewis. Ho thinks the water
«I the barge canal should lie planted with
such fish as are native to the lakes ami

the Mohawk ami Hudson rivers, which th"
canal traverses. Under the direction of
the Conservation Department a valuable
souroc of food supply could thus be built

up, he believes. Undoubtedly it could bo. It

would Ik* desirable for the state to under¬
take it, just a.s it would be desirable for
the state to follow the suggestion so often
road« that it adopt legislation and en-

aa*****~M it against the pollution of the Hud¬

son, so that that ancient and honorable
mm of much valuablo f«iod fish, notably
ttM Hudson Uivershad, noblest of them all,
ml tho "sturgeon, might once more yield

nleiitiful take»-.
I he prisent high prii o«« of fo<»«lst uffh arc

not due entirely to grasping middlemen,
voracious producer*, extortionate storage-
M and speculators and coiim i«»nccl<
retailer«. They arc due ir». part to the fact,

that food production is '»»rnentably unsys
temati/^d, wj that the towards of it are

not «beady and aure c.iough to. tempt tho

toilers to constant maximum output. They
arc due in part to the fact that this coun-

try, bo rich in food resource-- that it has i

Ixecii wasteful, has neglcct«?d or spoiled
sources of supply. It will be a long time
before meat prices come down, if they ever

do. Dealers in sea fish, realizing that,
have raised their prices so that most salt J
water fish represent comparatively Bmall
savin/i in expenditure ijmparcd with;
meat... This state might well undertake
to encourage the commercial raising of

fish by "fish farmers," and ought to use

every possible means to protect the purity
of the waters of its lakes and rivers, so

that what commercial fishing is done in
them may not cease, as it practically has

in the Hudson.
-

A Vital Line of Defence
How vitally important to the defence of'

the country is a mosquito fleet of small
volunteer craft was made eloquently clear

by Frankhn D. Roosevelt, »Assistant Sec-1

retary of the Navy, in his address at the

New York Yacht Club. At least TOO such
vessels, manned by 10,000 men, are needed
for the New York district alone. In urg-

ing owners of motor boats and steam

yachts to put their craft overboard at

once »Mr. Roosevelt made clear the navy's,
view of the extreme and immediate dan-1
per which we face. .

The submarine ha? changed utterly the

weapons of coast defence. The feat of the

U-M in making Newport Harbor after a

voyage of «l.uoi) mitai r'noul«! living home,
to us the truth with which Kngland has
boon made all too familiar in the last two

years and a half. The major ships of a

navy arc no line of defence against the

submarine. It is the destroyers and fast
shoal-draft motor boats.too shallow of,
ltody to be victims of torpedoes.that must

be relied upon to fight this new menace,

»\s the naval expert ".Vauticus" pointed
out in The Tribune recently, the menace to

us involves the possible use of secret bases

in Labrador, in the West Indies, in Mex-1
ico. When Germany assails our coast, we

can count upon her attacking us with her.

favorite sea weapon in the most effective
and carefully planned fashion.

Against such attack wc shall need:

every small vessel that can be obtained.
The patrol of our extended coast and nu-

merous harbors will be a gigantic task that
will require all the resources and seafar-

ing ability we can muster. Here is where
the appeal to our amateur sailormen is

particularly strong. They have a special
knowledge, gained through years of small-
boat sailing, whi«eh makes them inval-
liable. They enter the service not un¬

skilled militiamen, like the rookies of the

army, but experts poSBOaVing a unique
equipment. These are the men to whom
Mr. Roosevelt especially appealed. If they
have boats they should list them for im¬

mediate service. Wherever possible they
should volunteer their services at once

without waiting for a declaration of war.

In no branch of our national defence is

the need as urgent as here. In no other

way can »Americans more vitally aid
their country.

State Police in Sight
Adoption of the Mills state police bill

by the Kepublican caucus in both houses
assures the passage of that worthy and
useful measure at this session of the

Legislature. Kor that the state should
be duly grateful. Its "nartment will be

a variety of preparation for emergencies
which the state surely needs now, and
the operation of the police under this law

will give New York, beyond a peradvent-
ure, a better and more complete enforce-
ment of law in the rural districts than
has ever before been known.
There is a certain sath faction in the

fact that the insolent challenge of the
leaders of organised labor to the Legis¬
lature has been met. Their antagonism
killed the bill last year. If there had
been suffer spines in the legislators the

police would now be patrolling rural
roads and doing a great dea'l of work
which the National Guard has had to un-1
dcrtakc recently. It would have been
shameful if in this year, when the need
for this force is so patent and so com¬

pelling, the Legislature had again truckled
I to the representatives of a class in the

¡community which seeks a special exemp-
tion from enforcement of law against it;
own misdeini

It is to be hoped the bill will be put
¡into final shape and paissj promptly. Or-¡
I ganization and equipment of a force of
'this na'ure ure hound to take some time.,
The less time it il before New York has

its state policemen at work, the better.

THOSE TIMID SHIPS
«

cauce mi many at tmt ships are tiniirilv keeping
to their home tort» than l>t*.*a'if Arnrri.-ari bhipt
. ni- Peseta«ni (t/flaen

What's that'.' The Kinsc!*:; order sweeps our

commerce fro» the mai»,

Our factories are iille nnti our enrpoe« line
the shot«* "

Uill, wh« ir an al! !h.* r-mlors, facing danger
with ''.'..'i

Who'd sail »«« h«!l ami brick to sell their!
closely hoard« *l torts?

It cannot In* Ik«.m <j our «hips are sunk
beneath the foam.

Hut marcly that, they're nil remaining
( irrndly at home.

What matter if the *<aur««l «¿p.»»» ««M twenty
liners' bone.«?

We have n inly i.'imlur t«> replace the ones

we lrihi*
What matter if a hundred men |»'o down to

limy J««!««
A huinlrcd million wa' l.«*liiiii| to step into

their h«.«
I' cannot l><* l«<*i*au-e our ship., are sunk
beneath the foam,

I. merely thai they're all remaining
limnlly at horn«-.

If wc «should aim our merchantmen, then
< irr many eoubl provr»

We »«.anted war, and in that war the flower
of yiiu't« would fall.

If women wi nt !«) travel and if rariroci have
to trim «,

Why, let them t«tk<* a chance un«! p. the
«ea*> are free to all.

It chimot In I«« mat Oat ships «re Mink,
beneath the toain,

Hut merely that lliey'ie. nil remaining
timidly at born«

A. m. f.

IF DISASTER COMES

The Terrible ReiponribUity That Will Reit

Upon Congress and the President
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: From the berinning of the war I have

read the editorials in The Tribune in rela¬
tion to it with great interest. I hsartily in¬

dorse all of them. If the country suffers a

fearful m Mtary disaster, which is quite with¬

in the realm of possibilities, .1 will not be'
for lack of cither warning or information
from The Tribune.

So far as rroper preparation is concerned,.
Congress and the President appear to be J
somnolently indifferent, with an apparent,
disposition to pass the responsibility along
I« the shoulders of the people at large. If

disaster comes, the people, smarting from

their injuries and losses, will pas's it back
with interest to the place »here it belongs,
to Congress and the President.
Congress and the President are the officials

whom tho people have elected to administer
the government, and they cannot shirk the

responsibility. They have had the amplest
warning of possible military disaster and

have ignored the warning. If the disaster

comes upon u«, the President and the indi-

vidual members of Congress will ftt obliged
to bear the heavy moral responsibility for

the murder?, robberies, rapes and other deeds

of violence inflicted by*a victorious army

upon a conquered people, to say nothing of

the moral responsibility for the slaughter of

raw recruits and untrained soldiers. The

Présidant and Congress will also he obligeai
tu lii-ar the justly merited curses of Ihr

parents, sisters, children and widows of the

slaughtered soldiers who will have died with¬
out ¡i sporting chance for their lives because

of the ignorance and indifference of Con-

gress.
In writing the foregoing I had in mind the

statement by bight Horse Harry I.ee, quoted
in "Cpton's Military Policy," to the effect that
a nation was guilty of the murder of its
citizens which put them untrained into the
field against trained soldiers.

I have given up all hope that Congress will
do anything adequate toward the protection
of the country, for if it could take no step
toward preparation in two years and a half,
with the war devil continually staring it in
the face, it is hopeless to expect anything!
reasonable from it now.
The honor and prestige of the country are

dead, and the President and Congress appear
to have forgotten that it ever had any. Pa¬
triotism, so far as Congress is concerned,
appears to consist solely in standing uncov¬

ered when the band plays "The Star-Span¬
gled Banner." WILLIAM A. MORGAN.

Providence, R. I.. Feb. 24, 1917.

Village Vaporinos in Congress
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The divine right of kings to rule is
an exploded idea. However, for a nation to

continue in the delusion is no worse than to

be led by the mediocre and the commonplace.
The type of legislation that emanates, or is

attempted at least, was illustrated last 4vcek
4vhen a I'nited States Senator entered a

resolution to prohibit cigarette advertise¬
ments from tne mails. To post yesterday's
newspaper without clipping out all such ad¬

vertising would have made your innocent
sender a sort of felon had it pas:ed. In¬
stead of big themes requiring thought we

get the vaporings of the village. Every op¬

portunity is offered to the eccentric to im¬

pose his personal opinions on the public.
Free silver, the seamen's bill, bone dry pro¬
hibition, palatial postofficcs in poky little
'.owns, appropriations to dam up the creek
all in turn are vociferated over, and now

comes the attempt to suppress about the only
solace left.
Such incidents as these constitute a severe

indictment of our political system a sys¬
tem that enables almost any 4vearer of cap
and bells with a prolix vocabulary to occupy
hijíli places. The first requisite of a legis¬
lator should be an understanding of the well-
springs of human nature and the thought
that flows therefrom. The legislator iHtk «

i-pi -tient mind, even if not a superior mind,
v "ulil not advance legislation in a matter
of personai concern such as whether the fol-
lowing of tobacco advertisements is good or
bad advice. As a matter of fact, it is none

of his business to interfere with matters
that do not affect the common weal.

Doubtless, the times will right themselves
and again men with a "message" will mould
public opinion as they did in the old
New England lyceum days of Emerson,
Wendell Phillips, Theodore Parker, Charle-«
Sumner, thinkers and scholars, men with a

mental equipment that penetrated the minds
of other men with enduring thoughts. As
it la, the inflictions of Billy Bryan, Billy
Sunday and a thousand of their ilk of lesser
note are upon us.

It floats »o naturally to mind that to
quote Ralph Waldo cannot be resisted: "The
day is darkened when the golden river runs

do4vn into mud."
CHARLES CLIFFORD TINCKLER.

Miiplevvood, N. J., Feb. 24, 1917.

Keep Congress in Session
T., tue Editor of Th«» Tribune.

Sir: I am one of those 4vho, earnestly
supporting our President, believe that a

great mistake will be made if Congress is
int kept in session during these critical
times. It is no time for us to take chances
or to allow I'ermany or the Kaiser,) to infer
that any act on the part of the I'nited States
leaves the way open for other acts of intimi¬
dation on the part of (iermany to »Appease
the wrath of those at home who are restless
under the Kaiser's autocratic rule. True,
the President is in a position to know more
of the true situation than any of our people,
but is it 4vise to leave the way open when
so many of our people are conveying the im-

*>ii that. Americans are divided in senti¬
ment on the war question, and in the end may
turn against their President?

The Tribune is right. Let us not leave
any foreign power to infer that our people
¡ate unwilling to enter upon war to protect
our citizens or to defend our rountrv.

C. AUGU8T1 S HAVILAND.
Braakljra, N. Y. Feb. tf, hut

The Pacifist Adrenture
I,, -ne Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: May I sugge<t that Kate Parson-»,

Wellesley, 1911, rca.l H. G. Wells's "Research
Magnificent" and get the understanding of
the word "adventure" that was in the minds
Of the editorial board of "Four Light.»"?

Mis» F'arsons may be living "a generation
ago," but the editors of "Four Lights" arc

living and thinking to-day.
The advertisement in question is not an

rrror or a mistake but evidently it has been
in the nature of a revelation to her.

R. E. CIAWPORO,
Rand School of Social Scienri«

New York, Feb. 'S,',. 1917.

One Cheek to Turn
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: This query from a foreign o raapand
ent may interest you: "Are you really going
In wHr, or has W. W. another cheek to turn
iitnl the cheek to turn it?" V. «

New York, Feb. 26, 1917.

A DEFECT IN OUR NEW BATTLE - CRUISERS
An Expert View of the Proposed Electrical Drive Involving Exposure of

One-Half of the Ship's Boilers
to- viiTU'i-»:

Unquestionably the most important «hi",

of the new navtl programme are the six gre«
battle cruisers, 875 feet in length and d<

signed to be driven by engines of 180,01

horsepower at a speed of thirty-tive knot

which is live knots greater than that of an

existing battle cruiser.
.Every' one who takes an intelligent intei

est in the navy and who in these perilou
days does not?» will have noticed that thes
fine ships are the storm oentre of a bitte
controversy among the experts. The que?
tions involved are technical, and there ha
been so much .»ersonal feeling injected int

the discussion by the engineers of the N'av

Department t.-.:ai the lay reader may well b

4vondering what all the tro'ibk- is about.
It frequently happens that in a complicate

question there is one outstanding fact whicr
if it be firmly grasped, will resolve at one

the whole puzzle and relegate to their propi»
subordinate place the many collateral ques
tions with which the main issue has been be
clouded.

It is so in this battle cruiser discu.-sion, ii

v.-hich the very serious fact that one-half o

the boilers of these ships arc placed abov«
the' waterline, 4vhere they would quickly h«

shot away, has been lost sight of in the dis
cüssion of what kind of motive power electri«
drive or geared drive i should be used to ob
tain the desired high speed. For these mag
nificent ships are designed to fight that is
the be-all and end-all of their e\i«tenr<>
And the question 4vhether the use of electrii
power trill make them more economical when

they are cruising in times of peace should
he altogether subordinated to the question
as to whether they can take the hard knocks
of a modern sea fight and maintain their high
speed unimpaired throughout an engagement.
What renders the placing of these boilers

above the waterline so suicidal is that they
form part of the "vitals" of the ship, in
which arc included the boilers, engines,
steering gear and magazines. So important
are these that they have always been
placed below the waterline water being im¬

penetrable by shell ti re i, and to make assur-

anee doubly sure, the naval architect has cov¬

ered the ship from side to side and from
stem to stern with a heavy steel deck, the
"protective deck." Secure within this shelter,
the motive power will drive the ship and the
steering gear control her movements, even

though a storm of shells is piercing her above-
«vater hull and tearing the upper structure
to pieces.
The security of the boilers, the need for

giving them all possible protection, is par¬
ticularly urgent in these battle cruisers, for
the excess speed of five knots which they pos¬
sess over foreign battle cruisers is their most

valuable fighting asset. They have this high
speed to enable them to overtake the enemy,
cross the head of his line and concentrate
upon his leading ships an overwhelming tire,
crushing in the head of his column, ship by
ship. This was what Admiral Jellicoe was

doing to the German line when, darkness

coming on. the German fleet broke and fl
for it3 home ports.

But if these ships of ours are built aecor

ing to the department plans, they 4vill lo

early in a tight that very excess of spei
«rkich constitutes them battle cruisers. F<
of what avail would be the hull plating
the necessarily thin cruiser armor to st«

the lrt-inch shells of the enemy as they con

crashing through her topsides, to bur

nmong her unprotected boilers? With the:
boilers gone, the ships 4vould lose half i

their horsepower, or 90.000 in «11, and s

knots of their speed. With their speed ci

down from thirty-five to twenty-nine knot
these superb vessels, the very flo4ver of oi

new navy, would cease to he battle cruiser
They would become nondescript too slow 1

keep nace with the enemy's battle cruiser
too lightly armored to stand up against h
battleships.
But why, it will he asked, did the depari

ment put these boilers in this exposed pos
tion? The answer is that the huge electri
power station which it was necessary to iti
stall in thes«; ships to develop '80,000 hors«

power took up so much space that there **a

room for only half the boilers below the pro
tective deck, and the other half had, perfore«
to be placed above it.
The seat of the trouble in designing thes

ships is to be found in ».vhat might be callei
in automobile phraseology, their transmis

sion gear. In the automobile the transmis
sion gear serves to reduce the nigh speed o

the engine to the relatively :ow speed of thi
rear axle; in the warship the transmission
oi "reduction gear," as it is called, serves thi
,-anie purpo.-". It brings riav.vn the high spec«
of the turbine to the loiv speed of the pro
peller.

There are t4vo well established types th«
geared drive, in which a pinion on the tur
bine shaft meshes with a large spur whee
on the propeller shaft, and the eletcric drive
in which u generator on the turbine shaft de¬
velops electrical energy which is utilized in t

motor on the propeller shaft. Both types
have given good service, but the electrical
«Irive is inherently heavier, more costly ^.nd
«lemands more space for its installation. It
was the bulkiness of this form of drive that
forced the boiler plant above the protective
deck. If the more compact geared drive is
used there will be a saving on each battle
cruiser of one thousand tons of weight and

|1,.'100.000 m cost.
Mr. Daniels and his advisers, against the

opinion of the private shipbuilders, have
adopted the geared «Irive. They are doing
this, although it involves a defect in the
fighting value of these ships, against which
every line officer (the man who would have
to fight the ship in the navy would cry out
in the strongest protest if the Secretary
would permit him to speak his mind. It is
for the taxpayers of the country, speaking
through their great mouthpiece, the public
press, to see to it that these great ships are

rot wrecked even before they leave the build¬
ing ways.

THE PRESIDENT RESPONSIBLE

Why a Reader Feels That Patience and
Trust Have Ceased To Be Virtues

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: It is indeed consoling that at least

cne newspaper in New York City insists upon
the duty of President Wilson to call an

extra session of Congress in face of the

danger which threatens our country, and this
you have done in several able editorials.
"The Times" and other papers continue to

place the blame of inaction on Congress.
I But there is little doubt in the minds of

most people that if President Wilson chose
to go before Congress he would cet almost
unanimous support in carrying out any meas-

ures for the safeguarding of American lives

ai.d honor.
From Washington's time down to the pres¬

ent there have always been some members of

Congress who preferred the easiest to the
honorable way. Bat when cal'ed upon for a

decision by a courageous leader the majority
I have always thus far stood for firm and

right action in dealing with a foreign ag-

gressor. We have no reason to believe it

would be otherwise now. The President and
Congress should work together in such a

crisis. It is certain that unlimited powers
I to do as he saw fit, should not be conferred
upon any President, no matter how able his

qualities.
When diplomatic relations with Germany

were broken off the resolution indorsing
President Wilson's action was nearly unani-
mous, though it was thought then it would
almost inevitably lead to war. So it would
seem that in the present case it is the Chief
Executive himself who is sidestepping the

\aaoe. The past record of the President has
shown that when he really had a cause at

heart he never failed to press for it with all

the weight of his influence. The fact that
he fails to do so now, in regard to the arm-

ing of ships, etc., leads to the conclusion that
he still hopes to tin«! a way out with or

without honor.
Those who persist in urging us to "trust

the President" are asking us to continue to

put faith in a man who has never yet made

::ood in any crisis of our foreign affairs «lur-

ing the last three years. And American cit-
izcnship today outside of the three-mile
limit is a thing to jeer at. Cnder these cir¬
cumstances patience and trust have ceased to

be virtue*, and should be abandoned in favor

of an insistent demand for immediate and
courageous action.
Kaeh day that we submit to German threat

ami dictation adds to the danger of the situa-
tion. Germany is using every moment of
delay in efficient preparation, while our Ad-
ministration has entirely failed to urge the

speeiling up of our own preparedness plans.
On the contrary, enthusiastic zeal has been
rebuked and discountenance«!.
A President who has not the mentality to

! act with firmness and vigor in such a criais
'he right to a nation's confidence. Nor

can one who entertains with calmness the

possibility of the victory of ruthless force in
the world be relied upon to protect the lives
mi«i property of our citizens in time of ag-

|re»s ion.
Then let all true Americans awake and de-

BSaod right action, whether it means peace or

war In the beginning of the trouble it
\*. ould probably have meant peace. Now we

kaoa not what may come. But we «lo know
that American lives and honor mu.*t be safe¬
guarded or we shall go down t«> disaster at

some future day. Let the good work of The
Tribune go on! «'. M ft.
New York, Feb. M, HUT.

Critics of Mr. Wilson
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: I have just read in this morning's
; Tribune the abatement made by Dudley Field
Malone that "America has twenty million
critics of President Wilson's foreign policy,
one million of whom are men who are not

learning ?}25 a week for the support of their
familn

This jibe of Mr. Malone's may be true, but
.ahen we consider the ability of the average
politician, holding political office, may it not
i.lso be true that a large proportion of the
one million so sneeringly referred to may be

.better qualilied to criticise Mr. Wihion's for¬
eign policy than the average politician to as¬

sist in directing and xhaping it*
CHAS. K. I.AI,:tYMPLE.

New Brunswick, N. J, Feb. l'»5, 1017.

FROM A DISHEARTENED CITIZEN

Is This Nation of Ours to Die of Dry Rot,
Incompeteocy and Imbecility?

To the Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: I am la the fifth month of my 82d

year, but I am .so wrought up, so anxious, so

discouraged that I must say a little some¬

thing la the siiape of a query to the editor of
the greatest n«»4vspapei- which, according to

my mind, is printed on this globe.
What is the use, my dear editor, in dis¬

guising, or attempting to disguise, or at¬

tempting to pass over with light thought, the
awful, unspeakable, dangerous, critical condi¬
tions which this government is passing
through to-day, with not a living being in the
Administration at Washington who seems to

be able to do on,- single thing to save the life
of the nation and stop the spilling of the
blood of American citizens when they are

going about their proper and necessary
duties ?
My dear su. I mus- cry out. Do you see

any possibility of ainthing being done? Are
we to go on, and la this great nation with

forty-eight sovereign states some of them
larger than Germany 4vith all her pretensions

to die with dry rot, """"tth incompetency, im¬

becility, inactivity, except in the line of
"notes"?

Is there no redemption for what we have
lost in national spirit, in patriotism, which
saved us la the several wars that we have
had and as brought us to this great and
noble posiuon of one hundred and ten mill¬
ions of people and resources unlimited, inde¬
scribable?

Is there no help for this. Mr. Kditor?
Arc there not young men in this country

who pretty soon will cry out and thro4v them¬
selves in the arms of the government asking
to be used as instruments to save the life of
our splendid homeland?

I am almost beeide myself 4vith disappoint¬
ment, grief and worry because of the terri¬
ble vortex of destruction over which 4ve are

suspended by the inability, inaction, supinc-
r.ess of the government at Washington.

Is there no remedy for the monumental
rupineness and negligence which seem to

permeate the government at Washington, and
particularly the Cingi,
Are we going to continue to iie still and

see the German government wipe every ship
in the mercantile service, m the naval re¬

quirements, from the ocean, and leave it
easily possible for the monumental beasts to

come to our shores and burn our cities and
we absolutely unable to do one single effect¬
ual thing in defence? W. W. KIMBALL.

Boston, Mass., Feb. *A\ 1917.

Why Not a Woman Principal?
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir! I have 4vatclied with intere-t the cam¬

paign being vagod hü Miss Turner's he-
half for the "irineiiialship of Krasmus Hall.
That such a campaign i- necessary is an

indictment of the aAcials in 4vhose hands
rests the nominating and the appointing power
for the higher positiona m our educational
system. Why must her friends 4\ork for
that 4vhich is already hers by every argument
of right and justice? I don't count myself
among Miss T rner's personal friends I've
i.,nly met. her outside of Krasmus Hall; but
I've been familiar with her 4vork in that
School for fifteen »ears; I have a «laughter
>vho m a graduate of Krasmus. and I can

voiu-li for the idiolai hip, the spirit, the high
i.leaN of the school.

I .un erasiibl) informad that the Boaid «¦"
Bdtteation intends ta, l(,;i,| Miss Tin 1er with
compliments, to tell her the burden of han¬
dling hoys is too great for a aroman 'though
Itiaa Turner has done it for years) and then
to give her the Julia Kichman High School
an all girl:; school.

Magniliietil reward far a lifetime of de¬
voted service!

If this plan suciva'ds, if HIm Turner is de-
niid a promotion so undeniably her due, the
women in the system 441II cease to believe
that it is any use to give the best that is
in them.

If the Duchess of Fife can be considered
for the chancellorship of Aberdeen I'niver-
p-ity, ,n Scotland, under the exigencies of
war, Miss Turner ran be given the principal-
ship of her own school here in America, in
the name of justice and decent human treat¬
ment A FI.ATBISH TAXPAYER.

Brooklyn, Feb. ^3, 1917.

NEW YORK'S ACCURSED Kkj

A Heartsick Critic Finds Ms«ck to Itoamd
in Oar PuHlic Monuments

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In The Tribune of February ig i ref»

a letter from the presiient of the Art All*-
anee of America, bewailing the fsct thst th
Cathedral of St. John the Divine hsi »in"
dows which are replicas of old European
glass. The writer goes on to »ay that w«
have th« artists and the artisans to produce
the hest results in art, if only the aetdernic
Pharisees who control the destinies 0f -y*.
ative arch'tectural beauty in this country
will wak% up and give their fellow a-tists %
chance.
Not having seen the windows in question

I am unable to discuss the point of their in¬
feriority or superiority to the modern ex»
amples of American stained glas«, but in «

very large Gothic church it would see» te
be safer to stick to an imitation of the great
originals.

In the matter of sculpture as applied t,
architectural adornment I tee] thst, poussa.
ing so many admirable sculptures as we «j«
ami having seen their enchanting achiere»
nients in collaboration with architects at thé
various expositions and world's fairs, w» *,*
New York City have been encouraged to hop«,
for better results than we have received at
their hands.
Wo have all hoped for great things from

the influence of the Municipal Art Society
and have feit sure that the mistakes of the
past as represented by some of the statues
in Central Park, could never be repeated. But
what a trifling blot on an otherwise agree¬
able prospect is Robert Burns, with a broken
back, m comparison with the more flaunt¬
ing misdemeanors of recent years. One can

r.a.« through ¡he park Htid ailmi «¦ «he treei
and not look a» Robert Burns at all, but who
can go by Columbus Circle and etcape the
spectacle of the Maine Monumental Gate?
Or who can walk up Fifth Avenue withrit
seeing the comic statues by a distinguished
American sculptor in the pediments of the
Public Library or those august beast« which
have been called by some ono "the Prcaby»
terian lions"? And we cannot think we are

unreasonable in feeling a deep disappoint¬
ment every time we look at the works s great
sculptor has given us for the adornment of
this building.
And, finally, who can approach th« Plaza

without heartsick regrets that so great an

opportunity for beauty and joy has been
thrown away forever? There is the great sit*

the vista, the sky. the trees. 'Mure n the j
imposing mass of the. Plaza Hotel, with its f
admirable skyline and proportion«, and th« \
dignified pile of the Vanderbilt house and its

handsome grille, and, above all. there la ths
Sherman statue, a hinging challenge to ar-

chitects and artists to supplement it, to face
it with something worthy and in the grand
manner.
And this precious space, infinitely precious

to New Yorkers as being the only big open
: pace available for handsome treatment, hsi
been irremediably cluttered up with unmean-

ing trivialities in Portland cement.
Is New York accursed? The few beanti-

ful things we possess are generally placed
where they cannot be seen, as, for instance,
the Pennsylvania Station -one of the beauti¬
ful buildings of the world and a glory «f
which America may be proud. It can never

be looked at in proper perspective, and its

surrounding must always be sordid.
But New York is beautiful in its almot-

pheric effects, with the great cliffs of its sky« j
scrapers glowing pink or golden in the rayi
of the setting sun, while the twilight street!

below glitter with light?. A X. A.
New York, Feb. 22, 1917.

No Need for Investigation
To the Editor of the Tribune.

Sir: As a farmer I believe that there
should be an end to the appropriations which
are now coming before the public for th«

investigations by committees into the high
cost of the necessaries of lif<\

I think our President in error when he ad¬
vocates the appropriation of $400,000 for a

Federal investigation into the abnormally
high prices of food product«. Different \t-

vestigations of these subjects have ta-isn

place in the past, and who of us ever hesrd
of an arrest, an indictment or a lite being
imposed upon any one as a result of si ch is-

vestigation? No. The result is that the is- .}
vestigators draw large salaries, create a larga
expense, and the taxpayers pay the bill«.
The agricultural population of the I'nited j

States has diminished from Sit per cent is

1820 to 32.4 per cent in 1910. while in the last

fifteen years the population of the United J
States has increased over .'¡.«v1'.'"». Th«

great industrial and comi.iercial centres ha»«

been built up, trying to outri\al the world,
at the expense and to the de* iment of th«

rural communities. Centralization ideas haw

dominated the country. Rural schools haw

been discarde«! and tne building"« permitted 1

to go to decay in New England. The young j
men of the farms rush to the cities, where

they have shorter hours of labor, and ps'-'
tern after the manners of their city a*»*

ciates in sports and entertainments, and ha«

become consumers instead of producers. »0

| illustrate, take the agricultural state of N**T

Hampshire. That produce" only 21 percent,
or one-quarter, of the products sha cos.ubií*.
While the American farmer individuslly pi***"
duces from two to seven, or an svers*** .*

four and one-half, times as much ss nil ton-

petitors. he has failed to produce sutücient
to feed the world.
The great law of supply an«i demsnd BOW

comes in, establishing the high prices. It

the investigators on these committees sniJ
the operators in the munition plants in ts« k

United States to-day would come to th«

farms in New England ari«l help guide thl

plough and other agricultural tool?, plenty
would be spread upon their tables, and .*

Mayors of Boston and New York would so»

be called upon to feed the sumng mothlf*
and their children. ARTHUR B- WARD.

East Poultnev, Vt.. heb. SS, 101T.
I

or.-I encrai«**
iat in a namwt'' J
e of them.thlku. |
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"Open Doors to Laboratoriti"
lo '.he Etrtor of The Tribune.

Sir: May I say a word in rrg*rd to 1*%
it editorial,"Open Door- to I. iNiratori«"

This is a subject so frequently agiUtsd tH
;:ny one ci.n see it is of immens« imports«*«
Secrecy always creates suspicion, «nd WtW I

a.-t: «. H as sjtraistently as the"*
sectors do are their own worst cnemi«t*

It, is a significant fact that
states. New York being one

mane law which makes cru,,...

crime punishable by tine or imprisonm*"*»
(«..en amended to the effect that it* rT°'

ions shall ol apply to scientific re****1*'
There only one conclusion to be «a1*

from this namely, that vivisection, b*io< '

itself cruel and causing suffering, in an ¦*«*

fence Hiainst this law and therefore mü'}"
exempted to «ave those who practis« it tren

the penalty. .»

And her" is another interesting ¦'

Physicians \sln> arc known !o be oppi»»«*«'
I vivisection find it difficult to gam admiItat
¡ to v»itii««s it. except to «see only its n"1*T
forms. William R. 1». BlacUoo.l. M .% *¦!
oldest living graduate of the University

j Pennsylvania and a physicue of good i** .>

ing and large practice, has been refused«
lllg HIlll ««"?>' paaaaai a| ..- »*. ^

trance four times to th«- laboratories oi

imminent medical innlitutien. An^.*Jj!
Because he had not sufficient technical sn*>*

_Li. u:_ »._i.».t«n,l the mate*
edge to enable him to understand the w«ra

No. simply because he ia known to be an a

v.visertionist. Is not th« public juatin**-« ¦«

drawing its own conclusions? , mtmj
KATHARINE S. MCHOLSO»

-Philadelphia, P«nn., Eeb. 2«, !!»¦..


